Winters History Project Presents 
Winters Ag. Symposium: The Early Fruit District
Thursday, May 1. 2014
Program Schedule
UCD Experimental Orchard Events and Speakers:
10:00-11:30--Tour of the UCD Experimental Orchard, olive oil and table olive tasting. Meet here first, 10:00AM, at 4334 Putah Creek Rd, Wolfskill Orchard


Theodore DeJong, PhD, UCD Pomologist, Director of Wolfskill Experimental Orchards
Katherine Pope, PhD, Fruit Tree Farm advisor for Yolo, Solano and Sacramento Counties
Sarah Castro,MS, Prune breeding program and prune tasting
Carolyn DeBuse, MS, Field Curator of Prunus, USDA National Clonal Germplasm Repository plantings at Wolfskill.
Dan Flynn, PhD. Director of UCD Olive Center
12:00--3:00--Catered lunch, Symposium and home tour of the William J. Pleasants/Hoskins Joyful Ranch. Participants will meet at 8212 Pleasants Valley Rd. (eight miles south of Wolfskill Orchard), at noon.
Symposium at WJ Pleasants Ranch Speakers:
Joann Larkey, Author/Historian: Winters Early Fruit District
Ethel Hoskins, The William J Pleasants/Hoskins Ranch since 1850: Back to the Future
Gloria Lopez, Author: An American Paella: Spain Comes to the Upper Vaca Valley
---

Two of the oldest ranches in the Winters area will be part of the Winters History Project's (WHP) continuing series on the past.  The day begins at 10:00 am with a morning tour of the historic Wolfskill ranch at 4334 Putah Creek Road - now the Wolfskill Experimental Orchards of the University of California Davis (UCD). Director Dr. Ted DeJong and other UCD fruit breeders will discuss current research projects. Dan Flynn, Director of the UCD Olive Center, will conduct an Olive Oil and Table Olive Tasting under the 150 year old olive trees.
 
This historic ranch, sometimes called "UC Winters" by locals, stands on land donated to the University by the Wolfskills and carries on the family's early interest in planting fruits, nuts, olives and vines, after discovering the good soil, water, and weather in the area.  John R. Wolfskill initiated the commercial fruit industry in the Sacramento Valley in 1842, according to historian Joann Larkey, chair of the Winters History Project.  Many of the fruits and nuts grown in the United States were developed or improved here.  The US Department of Agriculture's Germplasm Facility - one of six in the country, is also at Wolfskill. 
 
The program will continue at the W. J. Pleasants/Hoskins ranch at 8212 Pleasant Valley Road with lunch served by the popular Anderson Family caterers in a beautifully restored barn. We will get a look at the elegant 1885 Victorian home where former teacher Ethel Hoskins lives.  The home was built by her grandfather. She will talk about preserving this important historic place. The Joyful Ranch Foundation has been created so the public can know an early fruit ranch and enjoy the trails, picnic grounds and events there. 
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$50 ticket includes: Orchard Tour, Olive Tasting, Catered Lunch, Symposium and Tour of the William J. Pleasants Ranch.  
Donations are Tax Deductible, as allowed by law.  Reservations can be made by sending a check payable to WHPC/YCHS, 415 First St., Winters, CA 95695 
